ANCIENT EXAMPLES of Encomium and Invective





Encomium: Thucydides








It is right to honor those who have made useful discoveries for the good things they have provided, and to refer what they have brought to light back justly to those who disclosed it. So I will praise Thucydides, choosing to honor him with his own eloquence. It is a noble thing to honor all discoverers, but Thucydides above the rest, just as he discovered the finest thing of all. For it is not possible to find anything in existence superior to eloquence, nor to find anyone more skilled in eloquence than Thucydides.





Thucydides came from a land which gave him both life and art; for he was born in the very same place as eloquence. Though Athens the mother of his life, he had kings as ancestors and his fortunes were enhanced by his ancestry. Possessing both powerful ancestry and citizenship of a democracy, he applied the advantage of each to the other's correction; he allowed equality of speech to correct the injustice of wealth while avoiding the poverty of a common citizen by virtue of his prosperous descent.





Coming of such stock, he was reared under a constitution and laws manifestly superior to others. Because he was able to live at once by arms and by eloquence, he aspired to combine in one person both culture and generalship; he neither divorced eloquence from arms nor set battles in the place of culture. He made a single practice out of things of which there is no single art, uniting in one what is separate by nature.





When he reached adulthood he sought an occasion to display the skills in which he had been well schooled before. Fortune soon provided the war, and he made the deeds of all the Greeks his own art; he became custodian of what the war brought to pass. he did not allow time to conceal what each side did. The capture of Plataea is known; the ravaging of Attica was published; the Athenians' voyage round the Peloponnese was made known. Naupactus witnessed sea-battles, and Thucydides by his writings prevented these things from going unnoticed. The taking of Lesbos is spoken of to this day. There was a battle against the Ambraciots, and time has not stolen away the event. The Spartans' lawless judgment is not unknown. Sphacteria and Pylos, the Athenians' greatest achievement, is not unnoticed. The Corcyreans' address to the Athenian assembly; the Corinthians' reply to them; the charges laid by the Aeginetans when they came to Sparta; Archidamus' moderation at the assembly; Sthenalaidas' incitement to war; Pericles, too, discounting a Spartan embassy and restraining the Athenians' anger during the plague - these things are preserved for all time in Thucydides' writings.





Will anyone compare Herodotus with him? But the one narrates for pleasure, the other's utterances are all for truth. To the degree that amusement is inferior to truthfulness, to that degree does Herodotus fall short of Thucydides' excellence.





There is much else that one could say about Thucydides, but the abundance of his praises precludes saying everything. 








�
Invective: Philip





It is not fitting to leave virtue without praise or vice without blame, since there is profit to be gained both from the praise of good men and the censure of bad. It is right that all men of evil disposition should be spoken of ill, but Philip more than them all, to the extent that he exceeds them all in wickedness.





He came of a nation which is the worst of the barbarians, one that out of cowardice sought to migrate from place to place. The Argives first ejected them; then in their wanderings they took refuge in the country they now possess. They made their dwelling-place from two misfortunes, yielding to the stronger and pushing out the weaker, through cowardice and greed unable to settle on a fixed home. Born of such a nation, he came from a city more worthless still. The Macedonians are the worst of the barbarians; Pelle is the most worthless place in Macedonia; even when they are slaves, no good comes of men from there. Born in such a land, he had ancestors even more vulgar than the land. For his ancestor was Philip, who was debarred from ruling the land because of his birth; his father was Amyntas, who relied on others' help for his kingdom - for the Athenians restored him when he was driven out.





Seen to be of such descent, he stayed in Thebes as a hostage. And though he passed time in the center of Greece, he did not change his way of life because of that association, but he brought the incontinence of a barbarian to the customs of Greeks. Greeks and barbarians differ in every respect, but he was on both sides, working equal wickedness among dissimilar peoples.





First of all he enslaved his own kin, showing his treachery to those from whom he came forth. Then he attacked and destroyed his neighbors; he seized Paeonia, took Illyria, invaded and conquered the land of the Triballians, seizing whatever tribes had the misfortune to be close. Although he captured the bodies of the barbarians he did not win over their minds with their bodies; those who were slaves by force of arms dreamed of revolt, and what was enslaved in fact was free in thought. When he had subdued to himself the neighbors of these barbarians, he proceeded on his course and came among the Greeks. First he overthrew the Greek cities towards Thrace, taking Amphipolis, subjugating Pydna and securing Potideia along with them; he did not treat Pherae separately from Pagasae, nor Magnesia separately from Pherae, but all the cities of Thessaly were conquered and bore slavery as if it were a token of their race.





It is appropriate to describe this man's death also. As he advanced he subjected most things to himself, breaking treaties to enslave those who had made peace with him. Enraged by his violations of treaties, the gods brought a fitting end upon him. They did not kill him in battle, nor did they make a hero witness to his death; they killed him in the midst of his pleasures, making a fine funeral for Philip's wickedness out of his pleasures, so that both living and dying he should have witnesses to his incontinence.





Will anyone set Echetus [cf. Odyssey 18.85-7] alongside him? The one cut off a little of the extremities but left the rest of the body; the other destroyed bodies entire. And just as the destruction of all is harsher than that of part, to that degree is Philip more dreadful than Echetus.





Philip while he lived did not know where to stop; but anyone who speaks about him must come to an end.


